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MR. MURAD: Today is October 10, 2001. 

The time is 0940 hours and my name is Murray 

Murad with Richard Dun of the Fire Department 

of the City of New York. | am conducting an 

interview with Lieutenant -- 

A. My name is Lieutenant John Zanat and I'm 
covering Engine 68. 

MR. MURAD: The location of the 

interview is at 1160 Ogden Avenue in the 

borough of the Bronx. 

Q. Lieutenant, can you give a scenario of 
what took place and the actions involved with Engine 
68 were on that day? 

A. We were assigned on the fifth alarm, 
special call on the fifth alarm. We reported first 
to Engine 35 in Manhattan. A number of engine 
companies from the Bronx were assigned there. When 
all of us arrived there, the dispatcher sent us down 
to the World Trade Center, to report to the command 
center on West End Avenue and Vesey Street. 

Q. There is a map here. Just highlight the 
area where, if you recall, the apparatus -- where 
you actually responded to. 


A. Okay. This is -- let's see. This is 
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where we were told, West and Vesey, to report. This 
is where we were told the command center was. 

Q. That was the command center? 

A. Right. That's where we were told to 
report to. That's where I believe the command 
center was. Our apparatus was parked way back here, 
past Chambers Street. As we were coming down West 
End Avenue, | could see the first plane had hit. It 
must have been -- it looked like, to me, it looked 
like 4 or 5 stories. 

Q. You are describing the north tower? 

A. The north tower. There were flames coming 
out, smoke, everything. At that time I didn't even 
know that the south tower had come down already. It 
had come down previous to us even getting that 
close. 

Q. What time do you estimate you arrived on 
the scene? 

A. Between 10:00 and 10:30 sometime. 

Q. Because | think the south tower went down 
at like 10:00. 

A. We were on our way down when it came down. 
We were coming from Engine 35, which is 125th and 


Third Avenue. So we were on our way down when that 


4 
J. Zanat 

tower probably came down. We didn't know it at the 
time. When we arrived on West End Avenue, we were 
coming south towards it, you could see the north 
tower, but not the south tower. | just thought it 
was obscured from the north tower being there and 
all the smoke and flames. 

As far as anything being in the street, we 
didn't notice anything on West End. We parked way 
back here past Chambers Street and we were just 
walking up to the command post, because all the 
other apparatus were ahead of us. And we probably 
were right about somewhere between Murray and Vesey 
Street when we heard the rumbling of the north 
tower. 

Once we heard that rumble, it was like, it's 
coming down. And everybody just turned around and 
hightailed it. We got probably up to about Chambers 
Street when the dust pile finally caught up to us 
and some like us went into a building right on the 
corner of Chambers Street and some just kept running 
straight. 

Q. Was there any radio contact or were you 
told to switch to a certain channel? 


A. Not at that time and if there was, | 
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really wasn't paying attention. At this time, we 
thought we were running for our lives. We didn't 
know how close we were. We didn't know if anything 
from the tower, any debris from the tower it was 
going to be coming down hitting us. 

Q. This is where you heard where the -- you 
guys were Engine 68? 

A. No. 

Q. I'm making an arrow just to -- 

A. Allright. | was more concerned about my 
guys and what was happening when | was running as 
opposed to what was happening on the radio. 

Q. After the second tower came down, what did 
you guys do? 

A. Iwas regrouping. Actually, | had -- one 
of my men got separated. | was looking for him. 

Q. Did you account for everybody? 

A. Eventually -- Yes. | accounted for 
everybody. And then we were together. | got my 
guys together and told Chief Daly and he was telling 
us, "Okay. You guys were here during the first -- 

Actually, | thought it was the first collapse. 
| didn't know that the first building had come down. 


So | told them we were here for the first collapse. 
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He said, "Okay. Go sit on the side." Everybody was 
telling me, "Go sit on the side." They wouldn't let 
us do anything. 

At the time a couple of my guys were kind of 
shaken up and probably wouldn't have been too good 
as far as doing any work anyway. At this time, when 
we were turning, | just told him we were turning 
around and running. It was feeling like we were 
running for our lives actually. 

Q. Iwas there that day too. I was at 10/10 
house. | heard the plane first coming over the 
firehouse. 

A. Actually, | saw that on tape when the 
second plane hit. | seen it on tape here at the 
firehouse. | wasn't that excited over it. | didn't 
realize the magnitude of it. 

Q. So the second tower came down. You guys 
had a safe location and -- do you remember the 
Chief's name at all or -- 

A. Everybody was running. Nobody knew what 
was going on. 

MR. MURAD: | would like to thank 

Lieutenant Zanat for the interview. It is 


now 0945 hours and this concludes this 
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portion of the interview. Thank you. 


